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| GENTLEME N, 

This Diſcourſe, preach'd at your 

Requeſt, and publiſh'd by your Au- 

thority, is with all Reſpe& recom- 
mended to your Patronage, by 


Your moſt humble, 
and obedient Servant, 
Tome BNE 
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1. 30% is wiſe, will ponder Yeſe 


Thing s; and. they 60 under ſtand 
the lait Kade 25 the Tara 


1 THER Ei is not one more exten- 
ſive or more important Duty, 
than Geatiende, Mankind are con- 
nected by its Influence, and bleſſed 
by its Exerciſe; the greateſt Part of 
our poſitive —— is notoriouſſy 
dependent on it; and Government 
is univerſally acknowledged to be 
built on this Foundation. Hence, 
perhaps, it is, that apparent Ingrati- 
tude is ſo univerſally branded with 
Infamy and — all the ſocial 
Affections freely and inſtantly ex- 
erting their whole Force and Influ- 
ence againſt that Vice, which tends 
ah to their Subverkon. ; 
| B | t 


1 
It may therefore be of Service to 
Mankind in general, and a very 


: agreeable one to the better Part of 


it, to hint at any Method, which 


may be of Uſe to produce or in- 


creaſe ſo neceſſary 'a Virtue, And 


what can do this fo effectually, as a 

deliberate Conſideration of the Value 
of the Benefit conferred ? fince, in 
Proportion to the Senſe of a Favour 


received, is ever the Inclination i in 


the Receiver to make 2 rac Re- 
tur n +3, 

+ We are led into this Thai of 
* Thinking from the Defign of the 
Author in this Palm, and the Re- 
ſult in the Words of the Text. The 
 Pjalmiſt is exhorting the Redeem d 
of the Lord, or thoſe that have been 
ſignally bleſſed with divine Favours, 
that they may the better return him 
due Thanks and Praiſe ; to ſet be- 
fore them the Circumſtances of his 
Providence over them, in every 


: State and Condition of Life; con- 


cluding, 


= . » 1 
cluding, that M boſo is wiſe, will 
ponder theſe" Things; and they ſhall 
under and FORE" ky K. indus 77 
the Lord. 

From . we may ſafely: in- 
551 hat the holy P/almiſt was per- 
koaded; that the beſt Means of raiſ- 
ing. our Gratitude for divine Bene- 
fits to a proper Height, would be 
to examine them carefully and diſ- 

tinctly, in order the better to com- 
prehend them. And, indeed, there 
is Nothing more plain and obuieit 
than this, that whoſoever. is either 
ignorant of his Obligations, or Miſ- 
takes, or ſlightly paſſes over them, 
is utterly incapable of becoming 
grateful ; whereas he, that nicely 
— them, naturally conceives a 
Senſe: of Gratitude, and a Senſe of 
Gratitude is the Parent of + publick 
Acknowledgment. 

To apply this then to the Oeca- 
Ben of bur preſent Solemnity; and 
Ge d be thanked, we have ſo happy 


B 2 an 


. 


Giver of every 
Gift, in that we are happily. deli- 


thoroughly Known till felt 
therefore happily di Heult 


1 1 


an Occaſion to apply it „ : 
the Duty incumbent on me is, to 


lay open the Dangers we have a- 


voided, and the Benefits we enjoy, 
by the Suppreſſion of the late Re- 
bellion, whereby to raiſe our Minds 
to a juſt Senſe of the Favours of 
Providence, and a thankful Ac- 
knowledgment of our great and 
happy Deliverance. And this 1 


ſhall endeavour to dd: in the moſt 


plain manner I am able; being 


entirely perſuaded, they are of ſo 
much intrinſick Weight - and Im- 


dortance, A8 — 100 — 


m_ true Briton. 


ee me Leave then to at 
that we have the greateſt 
3 be thankful to God, the 
good and perfect 


wird from the impending ange 
of a Civil War; — an Evil, never 


1 
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. : 5 4 
ſcribed. And indeed, what Occa- 
fon is there for a Detail of its Cala- 
mities? ſince there is no Man, who 
is in the leaſt ſenſible of the Benefits 
of Society, but trembles at the ver 
Thought of its Subverſion. On its 
Breaking out, Law and Right are 
— overthrown and tramp- 
led on; 9 and Officers of 
Juſtice, thoſe Terrors of evil Doers, 
laſe all their Authority and Infſu- 
ence; Men of bad Principles and 
Circumſtances, Thieves, Robbers, 
Out-laws, and all the Sons of Vio- 
lence, will: be ſure to band whe 
| ſelves on the Side of Rebellion; 
oppoſe, that they may prey on x 
beſt and wealthieſt of their Country- 
men. What Violences, Outrages, 
Phanderings, Cruelties and Murders. 
muſt * — ſuch a Combination! 
From ſuch Miſcreants as theſe our 
Lives, our Fortunes, our Families, 
and, what moſt Men value more 


than * the Honour of their 
Wives 


0 


„ 
Wives and Daughters f Ag be hour- 
ly in Hazard; we can neither lay 
down in "Safety, nor riſe up in Se- 
curity. And now tell me, what 
the Wit of Man can deviſe more 
miſerable? And yet this, however 
ſhocking, is what we muſt neceſſa- 
rily have felt, had the late unnatural 
Rebellion been more proſperous. For 
ſaw we not, upon the trifling Succeſs 
in Scotland, with what Force and 
Violence the dreadful Flame of Diſ- 
cord ran through that miſerable 
Kingdom ? and had Providence be 
pleaſed (either to — 4 us for Ne 
lect of Improvement, under all 
Means, divine and human, that are 
poſſible, or to purify us as Gold is 
purified in the Fire) to have 
permitted it to ſpread farther, 
the like Miſeries and Calamities 
would doubtleſs have ſeized on us, 
and with the greateſt Probability 
long continued. For Thouſands of 
all 8 and Parties, with the 
| greateſt 


E. 
greateſt Alacrity, immediately rouz- _ 
ed and trained themſelves to Arms; 
And ten Thouſands, that were ſcarce 
alarmed with the late Danger, would 
have rather choſe to run through 
the laſt Extremity, than have ſuffer- 
ed ſo deteſtable a Revolution to have 
been eftabliſhed. The known Va- 
lour of his Majeſty and Family, 
at the Head of theſe, ſupported by 
all. the Proteſtant Powers abroad, 
whoſe Religious Intereſts are inſepa- 
rable, muſt have added new F = 
to the Flame, and long prevented | 
the Settlement of Popery in. theſe 

Kingdoms. And, even if all theſe 
had been nu led. the German 
Empire, as the ature] Rival of 
France, would never have acqui- 
eſced, while Oppoſition was poſſible, 
in ſuch an Increaſe of Strength, as 
the Power of Great-Britain, in the 
Hands of that over- bearing and en- 
enſlaving Nation. Thus muſt our 
dear Country have been the Stage, 
ON 


| CELL 

on Which all che bloody Quarrels of 
Europe would have been decided, 
and We and our Poſterity have been 
plunged into inteſtine” Confuſions 
from Generation to Generation. 
For ſuch a Deliverance as this, I 


hope need not uſe many peach 


to convince the moſt inſenſible; 
have the greateſt Reaſon to be 
| thankful. | Thoſe, who feel within 
them the Sia! Affections, the 
Love of their Countrymen, Neigh- 
bours, Friends and Relations, muſt 
needs be all Rapture and Exulta- 
tion. Nay, even the Wretch, if any 
ſuch there be, who - hath himfelf 
alone at Heart, will blek himſelf at 
a Deliverance from ſuch an Evil as 
of Neceſſity muſt reach to every In- 

dividual. And that Civil War is of 
this kind, he will ſoon be ſatisfied, 
ben be conſiders, that no Man 
can aſſure himſelf, that the Sword, 

Fire and Firmine- its inſeparable 
Companions, ſhall extend fo far and 


no 
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50 farther; and that thoſe Calamities 
which involve his Neighbours, ſhalt 
in no Part light upon his Goods, 
Eſtate or Perſbn. No! Common 
Senſe, as well as Religion, ſpeaks 
aloud that tis God alone, whoſe 
Word the” 'Fi ire fulfils, who in Fa- 
mine redeems from Hs and in 
War from tlie Power of the Sword. 

But had this great Evil, in Con- 
eadigten to all Senſe and Reaſon, 


che'Fnterprizes of our inveterate E- 
femies been crowned with as great 

and quick Succeſs, as the moſt ſan- 
guine of them ever hoped or deſi- 
red; we ſhall, however, do well to 
confider the Conſequences? : AndT 
doubt not, but, „ by this Reſearch, we 
ſhall "find: new Reaſon to ble our 
Gad, wh helpeth us and poureth' 
bis Benefits upon us; for we ſhall 
kno Hedge, we have eſcaped ano- 
ther Evil,” which requires' and de- 


givi ng 


© 101 
giving of theſe free Kingdoms, and 
that is Saver. 

For what leſs can, with any Shew 
of Reaſon, be expected from a Prince, 
that boaſts his . from Parents, 


who preferred Exile and Dependen - 
cy to Ruling with Law and Equity, 
that never in all his Exigencies open- 
ly diſapproved the ar 


of his pretended Father, . that 


throughout his whole Life ſeems to 


have diſcoyered no other eminent 


Qualities than Cowardice and Bigot- 


ry. Render d uſeleſs, perhaps, more 
by theſe notorious Deficiencies, than 
Age or Infirmities, he .commits, his 


Cauſe and Quarrel to his Son, who, 


beſides his Father's Qualifications, 


hath the additional Ignominy of 25 
ing employed by that Power, whoſe 


whole Government is erected on 
private Advantages; which is ſpited 
to the laſt Degree, by our protecting 
the diſtreſs d Rights of Europe; and 


which can. never hope. to obtain. its 
3 ambitious 


Steps 
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[L 11 2 
aibbitious- Views, but * the E x- 
tinction, not only of our Lip 
but the Spirit of it. 

It hath been generally Fa 
che common Vice of Princes to be 
too fond of Power; and one efta- 
bliſhed in open Defiance of Law and 
Liberty can ſcarce be imagined, by 
any one in his Senſes, a fit Protec- 
tor of either. Tis far from Raſh- 
neſs therefore to conclude, that Ty- 
ranny and Slavery muſt have been 
the Conſequence of this Adven- 
turer's Succeſs, who hath all the 
plaineſt Marks of being incapable of 
ſupporting a free Conſtitution. _ 

"Tyranny and Slavery mutually 
infer and ſuppoſe each other. Sla- 
very in the Subject is Tyranny in the 
Government, and where a Tyrant is 
on the Throne, there Subjects be- 
come Slaves, poſſeſſing the Fruits of 
their own Induſtry, or the Bleſſings 
of Providence, 'on the precarious Te- 


nure : of the Will or Intereſt of their 
C 2 Lord 


"Sew 


Lord and- Maſter A miſerable State 


el Life indeed! abhorred by Na- 
ture, deſpiſed by moſt, and dreaded 


by all Men! * ; which bath alſo 


this ſtrong Mark of. being diſagreea · 
ble to Heaven, in that, whenever a 
Nation degenerates into Vice and 
Selfiſnneſs, this is ſoon their Re- 
compence and merited Portion. 
Indeed there is not any one Par- 
ticular, on which Mankind have 
been more unanimous in fixing its 
juſt Value, than Public Liberty. 
Witneſs the frequent and terrible 
Conflicts on this Account in the moſt 
knowing and poliſhed Nations, whoſe 
 Hiſtoriesare deliver d down to us with 
any Judgment and Accuracy; thoſe 
eſpecially. in Greece, Sicily, Italy, 
and Africh, Nor need we bluſh 
to compare with theſe our own, 
which hath always been juſtly zea- 
lous of this Treaſure, trembling at 
the very Sound, and in Convulſions 


aethe TOP PIs of its Op- 
_ polite, 
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15 
ts. And by the r 


of. Pray idence,, Liberty and Proper: 
ty, loſt and unknown to, M's of our 


Neighbours, have hitherto been the 
peculiar Bleſſings of this Iſle; and 
Slavery and Tyranny is a Yoke; 
cke neither We, nor our Fore- 
fathers, were able to bear. Happily 
bred up from our Youth in a Libery 
ty. of Thinking and: Acting for,ours 
ſelves, Wwe hap and feel t 3 
ing Influence of theſe noble Senti: 
ments, which others dare not avow, 
or even entertain. Let Frenchmen | 
queſtion, Whether there be not prir 
vate Obligations ſuperior. to thoſe ta 
the Publick ? The Benefit of all Many 
kind is our Characteriſtick; and our 
own, our Friends, our Country $ 
| Concerns, are regulated by that ger 
nerous Principle. Government we 
are perſuaded to be inſtituted for 
the. Good of the Governed, and look 
on it as the Inſtitution of God him- 
5 ts beneficent Father of Fo 
in 


M and as jut ly claims 
anf teceives roll us The! higheſt 
Repard, Submiſſion and Veticration: f 
But the Glory of a King, at the Ex- 
pence of the Happineſs of his Sub- 


1 is to Britont quite unintelligible. 


To them it appears moſt evident, 
that the very Nature and Uſe of 
Government muſt be quite ſubyert- 
ed, when either the Laws of God 
are made ſubſervient to the Will of 


Man, or the Liberty and Proper ty 


of the Society deſtroy d, by the de- 
bauched Underſtanding or deviliſh 
Ambition of him who ought to 


protect them. Theſe are the Senti- 


ments of Britons, and in theſe they 
juſtly glory: Hence their ſtrong At- 


tachment to their Con ſtitution, infi- 


nitely more precious than Life, or 
any of its Enjoyments. A Govern- 
ment” built on ſuch Principles as 
theſe reſts on the ſtrongeſt Foun- 
dation, on which, dons h Rains 
defcend, and Floods ow, — Winds 


blow 
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„ 
blow and beat, yet it falls not, ſor 
it is founded on a Rock. 


Many ſuch Storms have often af 
ſailed it, but hitherto in vain : * 
when theſe are made to aldy 
true Valour built on generous Prin- 
ciples is always willing and ready 
to acknowledge the Succour it re- 
ceives, ſo hath, this Nation, at leaſt | 
the greater, wiſer, and better Part of 
it, at all Times, acknowledped there-, 
in the divine; Aſſiſtance — Protec- 
tion. And indeed what more fit 
KF congruous, than for thoſe, who 
believe their Ruler to he the Miniſter, 
of God to them for Good; and are 
thereby animated to look.,on Death 
itſelf with Pleaſure and. Contempt, 
to return their humble and hearty: 
Thanks to him, who is their Strength 
and their Redeemer ?. 1 
A few indeed may ba. exce pted, 
5 '=q through the Prejudices of Ed. 
cation, or A blind 1 to a 
rs Superſtition, or Ignorance oh 
the 


thi Nature of Bever 

ral, and our o in 
Fondneſs for 
' ot, - have "twice 2 


the Chaſtifernent Abe to al 16 
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is A De cliverance | "which de- 
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Time, ” ati,” when! we have 
been ſo Juſt] alarme by the otg4 
eß of that — ; 
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Some, I fear, know not what it is; 
others care not; and moſt need to 
be preſented with its juſt Portraiture. 
Indulge me only this one Remark 
on the Change af Times and Man- 
ners. Popery at preſent ſeems to 
have got rid of that dreadful Ap- 
pearance which kept our Fore- 
fathers ſo conſtantly on their Guard, 
and we are ſcarcely now affected 
with the Propagation of that Enthu- 
ſiaſm, which not only imbrued its 
Hands in the Blood of our wiſe and 
religious Reformers, but hath never 
ceaſed, by o open Force or private 
Craft, to pur ſue our utter Ruin and 
Nor were theſe Wor- 
thies Jed to this Abhorrence by a 
Zeal without Knowledge, being a- 
bundantly ſatisfied of the Errors and 
Abſurdities, Impieties and Idolatries, 
maintain d and impos d by that Re- 
ligionß. Warm'd with the Love of 
Truth; "ard u due Regard to the 
divine! Honour, they would not ſuf- 


$18 D fer 


fer the deluded World to revere the 
Commands of | intereſted Men, as 
the unerring Oracles of God. They 
- daily laid open and expoſed the Va- 


nity, Folly and Impoſture of its 
Pretenſions; vindicated the Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs of God in the Chriſ- 


tian Diſpenſation, as taught by Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles; and reſtored Man- 
kind to the free Uſe of the firſt and 


nobleſt Gifts of Heaven, their Rea- 


fon and Judgment. 5 
It would be much beyond the 
Limits of a ſingle Diſcourſe, to inſiſt 


on all the monſtrous and profane 
Doctrines of the Church of Rome; nor 


is it my Intention to add more than 


the Mention of thoſe, which ſeem 


more immediately to concern us, on 


reviewing the Grounds and Reaſons 
of our preſent Thankfulneſs. 
*Tis the Doctrine of Popery, that 


no Faith is to be kept with Here- 


ticks, or any Enemies of the ſup- 
poſed true Religion; and that God's 


true 
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true Religion is to be propagated by 
all Means whatever, lawful or un- 
lawful, by Perſecution and the Sword, 
as well as the gentle Methods of 
Teaching and Perſuaſion. 

From whence we cannot but in- 
fer, that all Means whatever will be 
taken by a  Popiſh Government to 
advance the Popiſh Religion; and 
that, whenever they have faſficient 
Power, we are to expect nothing 
from them but the Alternative of 
Renouncing our Religion or Sacri- 
ficing our Lives. 

Thus the Time may come when 
Maſſacres may be judged as neceſſa- 
ry for this Iſland, as they were for 
France; when Men, Women and 
Children may be promiſcuouſly 
ſlaughtered in our Streets alſo, and 
Prieſts, holding a Crucifix in one 
Hand, and a Sword in : the - other, 
may again encourage the Murderers, 
in the Name of God, to y_ net 


ther Relations nor Friends. 
F D 2 Into 


. | 
Into koch a Condition, I am per- 
en the moſt determined Pro- 
teſtant wind not chuſe to fall, who 


conſiders that our Saviour: who 


well knew the Strength and Weak- 
neſs of human Nature, has taught 
and enjoined us in our daily Peti- 


tions to pray, That we enter not into 


r "ona 

But the Church of 3 it Kath 
av ſaid, is not now what ſhe hath 
been formerly ; is quite aſhamed of 
thoſe Butcheries, which were the 
unavoidable Conſequences of the Bar- 
bariſm of thoſe dark Ages. 


But what , or Pune i 18 
Fat of this Aſſertion? Hath ſhe 


diſavowed her Infallability, or re- 
nounced one erroneous Doctrine? 
Are her Profeſſors indeed become 
more humane and merciful to their 
Oppoſers? Are their Inquiſitions ſhut 
up, or the Fires for Hereticks entire- 
ly quenched? So far from it, that 
| we have undoubted Evidence, 
t 18 
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this very Time, of their being fully 
employed in deſtroying the poor 
ruin d Proteſtants in- the South. of 

Fr ance . 
What then, in * Name of 
eee e can juſtify us in 
abhorring them leſs than our An- 
ceſtors? Our Security bath proved 
dangerous, to continue it may be 
criminal, Let us rouze ourſelves, 
and keep our irreconcileable Ene- 
mies at a proper Diſtance; nor any 
longer think thoſe our F riends, who, 
under any Pretences, dare to patro- 
nize them. And for thoſe who, 
notwithſtanding all that hath been 
ſaid, can be — * on to believe, 
that a Government, erected and ſup- 
ported by Popery and its Abettors, 
will or can procure any Fayours or 
Protection to a Proteſtant Church 
and Nation, tis not to be doubted, 
but the ſame Credulity may, at a 
proper Seaſon; eaſily induce them 
to i wallow the whole. Train of Popiſh 
Errors 


Errors and Inconkftencies' not one 


of them, not even Tranſülbſtantiation 


itſelf, 1 a more active Faith. 


However, by the Weakneſs or 
Wickedneſs of woch People as theſe, 
(weak if they do not, and wicked 
if they do, ſee the Fallacy and per- 


nicious Effects of their own Preju- 


dice or Malice) it hath been aſſert- 
ed, that our Fears, both of Popery 
and: Slavery, were purely imaginary ; 
that the Prezender's Religion - muſt 
be a private Aﬀair between God and 
himſelf only; and that the Misfor- 


tunes the abjur'd Family have ſuf- 


ferred, muſt have taught them ſo 
| e Wiſdom, as not to incur the 


like again by a new nan againſt 


our Conſtitution. 

But whence is all this ſo peremp- 
torily aſſerted? In his Declaration 
he gives Liberty of Conſcience to all 
his "Subjects, without any Diſtinc- 
tion; and of Conſequence intro- 
men immediately the open _ 

Ion 


EST 
fion of his Religion ; by which, and 
Court-Fayour, - he evidently hopes. to 
obtain, by Degrees, what thoſe Men 
pretend it will never enter into his 
Head to attempt. _ 

But to; wave this, and ſuppoſe; 
that an old Papiſt may lay aſide his 
Bigotry, and a young Conqueror 
his Ambition and Revenge; Are 
our Fears then removed? And may 
we then reſt ſecure under the pro- 
mis d Protection of him and his 
Poſtericy = 

When the. Popiſh Branch of the 
Hou ſe of Mewburg ſucceeded in the 
Palatinate, the new Elector thou ght 
proper to give his Subjects the ſtrong- 
eſt Aſſurances of Maintaining the 
Eſtabliſhed Faith and Worſhip, 
which was at that Time Proteſtant; 
and, on his remarkable Exactneſs to 
his Promiſes in ſeveral Inſtances, 
the whole Country was ſatisfied, and 
he himſelf eſteemed by Proteſtants 


as an Honour: to the Religion he 
pro- 


profeb#d; But yet; Within 4 few 
Years, theſe er 
tines have been obliged, either to 
renounce --their Religion, or quit 
their Country and their Properties: 
We ourſelves have ſeen them beg- 
ging Bread in our Streets, in thee 
Way to the Settlement in the New 
World, which tlie Piety and Cha- 
rity of ous Legiſlature” had merci 
fully provided them. And hat 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why we 
ſhould not expe&t and dread the 
fame Fate 8 Fer admit but one Po- 
piſh Prince, and ſuch à Genera- 
tion will follow, purſuing above all 


| Things that one Point of their Re- 


lgion, that if One cannot, the Reſt 
will compleat the utter Extirpa- 
tion of our holy Faith. 80 that 
our Children, at leaſt, will have 


Cauſe to adopt the Complaint of 


the Jeus in the Prophefy of Joel; 
That, which the Palmer- worm hath 


al hath the Loc eaten; and 


that, 


| his? b loyal Pala- 


the Canker-worm eaten; and that, 


„„ rad. 
tba, which the Locuſt hath Fw Jock 


which theCanker-worm bath le oft, bath ; 
#he Caterpillar eaten. 
Beſides, let this Pricendee to che 
Briziſh Crowns be granted void of 
all Religion whatever, it is not ſtill 
to be — that the Popz/þ Courts 
of France and Spain have made no 
_ Stipulations in Favour of their s, which 
they believe a damnable Sin, as well 
as a notorious Diſhonour, not to pro- 
mote; nor will any one lay Claim to 
common Prudence, and at the ſame 
Time affirm, that if the Power of 
Great - Britain were once in the 
Hands of France, our implacable 
Enemy, and a Prince on the Throne 
by her Aſſiſtance, who muſt for that 
Reaſon diſtruſt his beſt Subjects, the 
former will ever be prevailed on to 
give it up, or the latter be content=. 
ed to reign by Courteſy. How na- 
turally will they pretend Fears from 


abroad, and Plots at home? and what 
1 | E other 
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other Remedy but a ſtanding Popijh- 
French Army? 
_ Theſe Conſequences, if he had 
ſucceeded, were inevitable; but, if 
they were only. poſſible, what Wretch 


is there ſo mean and impious, as to 


adviſe or risk ſo dreadful and ha- 
zardous an Experiment? The Scrip- 
tures counſel us to keep, to hold faſt, 
to ſtrive, and to contend earneſtly 
for the Faith once delivered to the 


Saints: But can ſuch People be ſaid 


to keep, to hold faſt, to ſtrive, and 


contend earneſtly fo it, who are 


willing, and even eager, to venture it 


among Enemies to their Laws, and 
Haters of their Religion? 
Thus have I endeavoured to lay 


before you ſome of the Evils we have 


eſcaped, and the Reaſons to prove 


them unavoidable, had the Rebellion 


ſucceeded ; Evils the greateſt that 
can befall us; Civil Mar, emphati- 
cally odious to us as Men, Slavery as 


Britons, and Popery as Chriſtians. 


To 
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To Human Nature, nothing can be 
more ſhocking than inteſtine War; 
to a free Nation, nothing more de- 
teſtable than Slavery; and to the 
Doctrine of the merciful Jeſus, no- 
thing more oppoſite than Cruelty and 
Perſecution. 
From the View of all theſe Miſ- 
chiefs, ſo dreadful in their Nature 
and Conſequences, . we may without 
Breach of Charity conclude, that 
thoſe, who neither fear them, nor 
are thankful for their Deliverance 
from them, either know not what 
Government, Liberty and Chriſtia- 
nity mean, or are of ſuch a malevo- 
lent Diſpoſition, as to be utterly in- 
capable of being obliged. 

But vain were this Reſearch and 
our Rejoicing, if we had not the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Bleſſings, that were 
lately in ſo much Danger, and a 
Proſpect of delivering them down to 
our lateſt * 
E 2 1 
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direct, with the utmoſt I 
Integrity and Mercy? and whether 
there be any Man who may not live 
quietly and happity under his own 
Vine and under his own Fig-tree ? 
Traitors indeed, and» thoſe who are 
with Reaſon ſuſpected of traiterous 
Practices, may be excepted; but 
even thoſe are treated with as great 
Lenity as they deſerve and is juſtifi- 
able; for no Government can ſub- 
fiſt without the Puniſhment 
| and the vanity rod all its avow/d 
"The Times, we all know, were 
very different in the Reign of the 
abjur d Family ; when our judges 
were diſplaced for not conſenting to 
; allow a Power in the Crown of diſ- 


penſing 


ice be not adminifter'd: as the Laws 
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g wich ey penal. how af, the / 
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Officers in the Army were broke for 
5 to ſerve their King without 
: Reſerve; when, in ſhort, Mag iſtrates 
and Miniſters of Juſtice were 1 
Or t tened into unlimited Obedi - 
ence to the arbitrary Will of their 
Tyrant. Is there the leaſt Reſem- 
blance between thoſe Times and the 
Preſent p or have any juſt Reaſon 
to ſay, they ſo much as fear the 
like under the preſent Government ? 
*Tis my Duty to declare my Confi- 
dence, that none do; but ſuch were 
then the Times; and they would 
be ſuch again, we have all * Evi- 
dence, roſfible to induce us to be- 
lieve, under a Popiſh. Prince. - 
Beſides, by the Bounty of Provi- 
a have one great Reaſon to 
hope, that theſe Calaritic will ne- 
yer return; and that the Hleſſings 
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we now enjoy, if we tes ft 


not the Current of them by Un- 
thankfulneſs and na will 
be continued to us for ever; and 
that is the agreeable Pr ef 4 
Suceſſhon of Proteſtant Princes to 
protect and preſerve them. A Hap- 
pineſs this, which however ſome 
may be grieved at, yet all thinking 
Proteſtants of theſe Kingdoms value 
as ineſtimable Treaſure. Conſcious 
of their Obligations, they, with in- 
expreſſible Delight, behold the Re- 
gard and Love they bear their 
Children and Poſterity coincide 
with their Loyalty to their Sove- 


reign: And, as any great Degree of 


Pleaſure in this Life is ever mixed 
with ſome anxious Fear of loſing it, 
ſo are they fully ſenſible, that, if this 
Family ſhould be extinct, Confu- 


ſion, Anarchy, and perhaps a Popiſh 
Reſtoration, would be the Conſe- 
| quence. The only Remedy of theſe 
Fears is a numerous Royal Iſſue. 
And, as an additional Proof of our 


Security 
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Security therein, in a Diſcourſe on 
Gratitude, it would be highly miſ- 
becoming and ungrateful, not to 
acknowledge the great Debt we 
owe to one of them on this im- 
portant Occaſion; to His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 
Religion indeed inſtructs us, that 
to God, and God only, is due the 
Glory of any great and notable 
Mercy vouchſafed to Mankind; but 
yet it no leſs enjoins us to render to 
all their Due, as well Praiſe to whom 
Praiſe, as Honour to whom Honour. 
The Light, then, wherein we are 
taught by our Religion to view our 
Royal Hero, is an Inſtrument in 
the Hand of God, by which he hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow on 
theſe Nations the Abundance of his 
Mercies. And what indeed can fo 
much dignify a mortal Man as this 
Commiſſion ?.-Be his Abilities ever 
ſo great, be his Birth ever ſo illuſtri- 
ous, be his Titles ever ſo pompous, 
and his Intereſt ever ſo powerful 
with 


: all theſe Honotirs and Di gnities an 1 
even mean and — when when 
compared with the much greater ; 
Glory of being, as it were, the An- 
gel of Him, who is the God of our ; 
Sabßvation. Ne Things are oken 
cf Cyrus; but the finiſhing Strokes 

of his Character are thus mann 
1 mark d in theſe 
Words: 


e, 170 
ant 
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To * . the ebe ward. of 
Samuel : Only a, 
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may all Id, God of Be Ir 
grant, for Jeſ hx 
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